
 

Ezekiel 44—46 

The Prince 

 

44:1-3 

1 Then he brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary, which faces east. And it 

was shut. 2 And the LORD said to me, “This gate shall remain shut; it shall not be 

opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the LORD, the God of Israel, has entered by 

it. Therefore it shall remain shut. 3 Only the prince may sit in it to eat bread before 

the LORD. He shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gate, and shall go out by the 

same way.” 

Only the prince is 

permitted to eat his 

sacrificial meals in 

the outer east gate 

45:7-8a 

7 “And to the prince shall belong the land on both sides of the holy district and the 

property of the city, alongside the holy district and the property of the city, on the 

west and on the east, corresponding in length to one of the tribal portions, and 

extending from the western to the eastern boundary 8 of the land. It is to be his 

property in Israel. 

Land within Israel 

set aside 

specifically for the 

prince 

45:8b-12 

“And my princes shall no more oppress my people, but they shall let the house of 

Israel have the land according to their tribes. 9 Thus says the Lord GOD: Enough, O 

princes of Israel! Put away violence and oppression, and execute justice and 

righteousness. Cease your evictions of my people, declares the Lord GOD.  
10 “You shall have just balances, a just ephah, and a just bath. 11 The ephah and the 

bath shall be of the same measure, the bath containing one tenth of a homer, and the 

ephah one tenth of a homer; the homer shall be the standard measure. 12 The shekel 

shall be twenty gerahs; twenty shekels plus twenty-five shekels plus fifteen shekels 

shall be your mina. 

Former princes of 

Israel admonished 

for stealing 

Israelite’s land and 

use of unjust scales 

45:13-16 

13 “This is the offering that you shall make: one sixth of an ephah from each homer of 

wheat, and one sixth of an ephah from each homer of barley, 14 and as the fixed 

portion of oil, measured in baths, one tenth of a bath from each cor (the cor, like the 

homer, contains ten baths). 15 And one sheep from every flock of two hundred, from 

the watering places of Israel for grain offering, burnt offering, and peace offerings, to 

make atonement for them, declares the Lord GOD. 16 All the people of the land shall 

be obliged to give this offering to the prince in Israel. 

Offerings (taxes?) 

Israelites provide to 

the prince 

45:17 

17 It shall be the prince’s duty to furnish the burnt offerings, grain offerings, and 

drink offerings, at the feasts, the new moons, and the Sabbaths, all the appointed 

feasts of the house of Israel: he shall provide the sin offerings, grain offerings, burnt 

offerings, and peace offerings, to make atonement on behalf of the house of Israel. 

Prince’s 

responsibility to 

supply certain 

offerings 



45:21-25 

21 “In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall celebrate the 

Feast of the Passover, and for seven days unleavened bread shall be eaten. 22 On that 

day the prince shall provide for himself and all the people of the land a young bull 

for a sin offering. 23 And on the seven days of the festival he shall provide as a burnt 

offering to the LORD seven young bulls and seven rams without blemish, on each of 

the seven days; and a male goat daily for a sin offering. 24 And he shall provide as a 

grain offering an ephah for each bull, an ephah for each ram, and a hin of oil to each 

ephah. 25 In the seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month and for the seven 

days of the feast, he shall make the same provision for sin offerings, burnt offerings, 

and grain offerings, and for the oil. 

Offerings the prince 

provides for 

Passover and the 

Feast of 

Tabernacles 

46:1-3 

1 “Thus says the Lord GOD: The gate of the inner court that faces east shall be shut 

on the six working days, but on the Sabbath day it shall be opened, and on the day of 

the new moon it shall be opened. 2 The prince shall enter by the vestibule of the gate 

from outside, and shall take his stand by the post of the gate. The priests shall offer 

his burnt offering and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold of 

the gate. Then he shall go out, but the gate shall not be shut until evening. 3 The 

people of the land shall bow down at the entrance of that gate before the LORD on the 

Sabbaths and on the new moons.  

The east inner gate 

is to remain closed 

except on Sabbaths 

and new moons 

when the prince 

enters through and 

worships by this 

gate 

46:4-7 

4 The burnt offering that the prince offers to the LORD on the Sabbath day shall be 

six lambs without blemish and a ram without blemish. 5 And the grain offering with 

the ram shall be an ephah, and the grain offering with the lambs shall be as much as 

he is able, together with a hin of oil to each ephah. 6 On the day of the new moon he 

shall offer a bull from the herd without blemish, and six lambs and a ram, which 

shall be without blemish. 7 As a grain offering he shall provide an ephah with the bull 

and an ephah with the ram, and with the lambs as much as he is able, together with a 

hin of oil to each ephah. 

Offerings the prince 

is to provide on 

Sabbaths and new 

moons 

46:8-10 

8 When the prince enters, he shall enter by the vestibule of the gate, and he shall go 

out by the same way. 9 When the people of the land come before the LORD at the 

appointed feasts, he who enters by the north gate to worship shall go out by the south 

gate, and he who enters by the south gate shall go out by the north gate: no one shall 

return by way of the gate by which he entered, but each shall go out straight ahead. 
10 When they enter, the prince shall enter with them, and when they go out, he shall 

go out.” 

While the people 

enter the inner 

court (?) through 

the north gate and 

exit through the 

south (or vice 

versa), the prince 

uses the east gate 

exclusively 

46:11-12 

11 “At the feasts and the appointed festivals, the grain offering with a young bull shall 

be an ephah, and with a ram an ephah, and with the lambs as much as one is able to 

give, together with a hin of oil to an ephah. 12 When the prince provides a freewill 

offering, either a burnt offering or peace offerings as a freewill offering to the LORD, 

the gate facing east shall be opened for him. And he shall offer his burnt offering or 

his peace offerings as he does on the Sabbath day. Then he shall go out, and after he 

has gone out the gate shall be shut. 

The inner east gate 

is also opened to 

the prince on 

occasions when he 

wishes to give a 

freewill offering 



46:16-18 

16 “Thus says the Lord GOD: If the prince makes a gift to any of his sons as his 

inheritance, it shall belong to his sons. It is their property by inheritance. 17 But if he 

makes a gift out of his inheritance to one of his servants, it shall be his to the year of 

liberty. Then it shall revert to the prince; surely it is his inheritance—it shall belong 

to his sons. 18 The prince shall not take any of the inheritance of the people, thrusting 

them out of their property. He shall give his sons their inheritance out of his own 

property, so that none of my people shall be scattered from his property.” 

The prince may 

give a portion of his 

land to his sons as 

their inheritance, 

but land given to 

servants reverts at 

Jubilee 

48:21-22a 

21 “What remains on both sides of the holy portion and of the property of the city 

shall belong to the prince. Extending from the 25,000 cubits of the holy portion to 

the east border, and westward from the 25,000 cubits to the west border, parallel to 

the tribal portions, it shall belong to the prince. 

Land belonging to 

the prince given 

further 

specification 

 


